
W LIGHTLY SKIMMING O'ER
V THE FROZEN STREAM.

jack Frost's Chosen Vessels Soon
I to Disport Themselves on the

Hudson's Icy Bosom.

SHREWSBURY ALWAYS PLUCKY.

Rrd Bank Yachtsmen Prepared to Meet Their
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Yacht Challenge Pennant of America.

MAY THE BEST BOAT WIN!

f§N the Hudson where ice
yachtsmen disport themselves,above the great
Poughkeepsie Bridge.joy
reigns supreme. Last
winter was the winter of
their discontent, but
now is th eir season of rejoicing.There was no ice
on our big river in 1890
capable of carrying with
Gaiety the frailest of ice
yachts and, besides,what

little there was present disappointed all hands be-
cause it was perpetually :n mouon. xms season is

far moro propitious. In fact it is brimming over

with promise of magnificent sport. And that is the
reason why the worshippers of the pastime' on

both banks of the fir-fringed river are hugging
themselves in anticipation of glorious diversion in
this most exhilarating of all manly winter contests.
Curlers may brag of tho fasoinations which attendthe game made famous by many a canny Scot;

skaters may go into ecstasies over the delights of
skimming at racing speed over the smooth surface
of a frozen lake with the ice just in the pink of
condition; but all these attractive ways of killing
time in the frosty months of the year wane into
the merest insignificance when contrasted with ice
yachting as viewed by the most enthusiastic of its
devotees.

I took a trip up the Hudson the other day, being
carried along rapidly over the tracks of the railroad,
which is almost on a level with its eastern bank.
Until I reached Poughkeepsie X saw but little en

fay aa inn ranhtliK, iu s>nn orlUVUIOlgCUlOIJ. O" *«" ». .VWJ.v..

But onco past the railroad bridge I saw the splendidstream frozen from shore to shore and with
only an insignificant covering of snow upon it.
snow which the warm midday sun may melt and the
crisp midnight, wind freezo into the most delightfulsurface possible for ice boating.

THE HOME OF ICE YACHTSMEN.

Poughkeepsie may be said to be remarkable for
its number of ice yacht experts. From the hoariest
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BUCKHOtJT, THE ICE YACHT BUILDER.

oldster to the downiest and most callow youngster
each professes to know it all. They will talk learnedlyof the various merits of the crack craft of the
vicinage, and as for prophesies concerning the
coid weather to come.why, they will discount the
most gloomy forebodings of the oldest inhabitant
who has twinges of rheumatism and fears for tho
future.
A short distance to the northward of Poughkeep

s'e is situated that delightful settlement known as

Hyde Park. Studding tho banks of ihe river are
the country seats of many gentlemen who delight
in ica yachting. Commodoro J. A. Roosevelt, Mr.
Archibald Rogers, Mr. E. P. Rogers, Mr. C. Van
Loan, Mr. H. X,ivingston and others prominent in
tiie pastime are to be found in the neighborhood.
Hero it is where the coming contests for the ice

V yacht challenge pennant of America are to be de
vcided, and naturally this place is the centre of invterest.

POINTS AEOUT THE PENNANT.
v The ice yacht challenge pennant of America is

now the only recognized emblem of supremacy on

the ice. It is a faded strip of red and white silk
inscribed with gold letters. But never has a pennantbeen more gallantly fought for. It has the
same significance oa the ice that the America's Cup
holds on tho sea. Many clubs have contended for
the honor of its possession, but the North Shrewsburyhas striven for it with jjerhaps keener emulationthan any of tho other organizations. The
New Hamburg, Carthage Landing. Poughkeepsie
and Hudson Hiver clubs ai e sturdy livals, and at
present the pennant is held by Commodore J. A.
Koosevolt, of tho last named club.
Originally offered for competition by the New

Hamburg club, the silken pennant has changed
hands several times, as the following summary of
tho races sailed for it will show:.
)pXi.March 5, at New Hamburg, X. Y. Poughkeopsle

loo Vaebt (Jlub dialion;cin^ New Hamburg Ice Yacht
L 111K XVoM I'lunlnii, .it tho TtfH IV 11 llnnran '.MlL miles. Time. 57m. 14s.

Wk lfcrtif.l«ebruary 6, at New Hamburg, N. Y. PoughV*keepsio Ico Yacht Club challenging Naw Hamburg: Ico
Yacht Club. Won by Avalanche (now named Great
Scott), P. l.Y.C. Course, 20 miles. Time, 57 mluutos.
lrti*4.February y, ut Poughkeepsie, X. Y. North

Shrewsbury Ice* Yacht Ciub challenging: Poughkeepsie
Ice Yacht' Club. Won by llazo, P.l.Y.C. Course. 20
wiles. Time, lh. 5m. 30s.
1*65.February 14, at Pougbkeepsie, N. Y. New HamburgIco Yacht Club challenging Pougbkeepsie Ice

Yk Ui Club. Won by Haze, P.l.Y.C. Course, 20 miles.
Tiino, lh. 1 ru. 15s.

lt}*5. February IS, at Xew li am burg, N. Y. North
Shrewsbury tee Yacht Club challenging P.l.Y.C. Won
by Northern J.iglu, P.I.Y.C. Course, 20 miles. Time,
1 u. 8m. 42s.
1887.February 14, at Pougbkeepsie, N. Y. Hudson

River Ico Yacht Club challenging Pougbkeepsie Ice
Yacht Club. Won by Jack Frost, 11. ti.I. Y.C. Course, 16
miles, l ime, 43iu. 40s.
18Sb.March 8, at Hyde Park, N. Y. North Shrewsbury

jco xacat 1'iuo ciniiiuujfiiit; uumsoii inver ice xucnb
I'lub. Won by Icicle. JI.R.I.Y.C. Course, 12 wiles.
Time, 34111. 50s.
lMhU.February -5. at Hyde I'ark, X. Y. North ShrewsburyIce Viicht tjlub challenjciuje Hudson ltiver Ico

Yacht Club. Won by Icicle, U.K.I.Y.C. Uourse, ltf miles.
Time, 54m. Is.
Tho pennant is liei<l under tlie conditions mado

in 1885 by the Now Hamburg ciub, and all the races
liave been sailed with the conditions unchanged.
Jn fact these conditions cannot legally be altered,
although they have given rise to bitter discussion
and even bickering.

HOME UNIAVORAU-LE CONDITIONS.
The principal bone of contention is that the club

holding the pennant can if it so choosos deiend it
with its whi>le fleet. In answer to this it may be
said that tho challenging ciub may also onter its
entire fleet, but, of course, the oxpense of transportinga fleet ot' boats say from Bed Bank to
i'oughkoensio would i atarallv have a prohibitory
tendency. Thus in Is83 the Poughkeepsie Ico
Yacht Club sent four boats only to New Hamburg
and won the uennant with the Avalanche.
The Hudson IUver club is willing to make any

concessions in its power to keep np the interest
:n the sport. Thus at its last meeting a propositionwr.j carried that the owners of the smaller craft
thonid be askod not to onter their boats in the race

ihe pennai't. It has long been a contention on
the part of the North Shrewsbury club that tho
cinbx on the Hudson hold them at a disadvantage.
For insr.vjce, it is claimed that the Scud, which

is a heavy yicht, is handicapped in light vroatber
by having to sail against boats of lighter construction.It is the old story of the America and the
Amorica's Cup. The famous schooner beat the
British fleet, ana the ^>d must come in ahead of
u number of tho Hudson River boats to capture
ihe pennant. In 1889 she had to sail against thir'eenl>oats. Her owner. Captain James B. Weaver,
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NEW YQj
is every inch a sportsman. He has never comgainedof the conditions and has ever been eager
to declare that ho has met with nothing but fair
play from his brother sports on the Hudson.
There is no doubt that be will once more enter the
lists just as soon as the ice is in condition for
racing for the pennant.

THE SCUD AMD HER BUILDER.
The designer and builder of the fccud is Mr. RobertD. Chandler, of Fair Haven, N. J, He has been

building ice yachts for a number of years for tho
North Shrewsbury Yacht Club, and some of the
fastest boats on the river have been turned out
from his shop. The Scud iu her lateen rip; was
very swift and able, but she was turned into a
sloop in the hope that the alteration would improveher speed.
In this there may be a good deal of disappointment.Some of the brightest men I have met that

have identified themselves with the sport are inclinedto believe that the lateen will iu future
be the conquering rig. Ksperiments have bean
made which go to show that the lateen rig adapti
itself more particularly to sudden gusts of wind
than tbo jib and mainsail rig; that it holds the
wind better, ana consequently snoots tne cran
further to windward. It is only fair to say, however,that expert opinion is not yet agreed upon
this point. Some men swear by the modern lateen,while others \re prepared to risk their reputation0*1 the many laurels won by the yachts of
the jib and mainsail persuasion. Doubtless each
type has its aood points, and perhaps neither has
yet been fully developed.

BUILDER BUCEHOIT, DESIGNER OF ICE SKIMMERS.
The architect of the ice skimmers by whom all

the Hudson River men swear is Mr. Buckbout, Sr.,
of Poughkeepsie. whose shop is close by the river,
about half a mile south of the bridge. He has
built more ice yachts than anybody else, and so

long as his health permitted was one of the best
sailers of racing ico yachts. He is not enjoying the
best of health (it present, but his son attends to
the business in lino shape. When I saw him he had
just completed a handsome craft for Mr. Charles
Sands, of New Hamburg. Her length over all is 36
feet 6 inches, her beam 20 feet, her length from
runner plank to rudder post 19 feet 6 inches; she
carries 445 feet of canvas. Like all the other racing
craft of her ilk, the centre timber and runner plank
are built of basswood, which is light, strong and
elastic. Her runners are of oak aud her spars of
spruce. Mr. Buckhout is putting into commission
the Esquimau, owned by Mr. J. L. Breeze. He is
also rebuilding Mr. Thomas Newbold's boat, and
from all accounts she is likely to prove a flyer.
me new type ot racing crart diners in many

points froin the old type craft. The mast is stepped

COMMODORE J. A. EOOi

further forward from the runner plank, which
gives the boat a tendency to do better windward
work. The craft has more backbone, so to speak,
more rigidity, the weights better balanced and
other advantages which the old time craft never
knew. Of oourse there was plenty of fun in the
ancient type of cruising boat, but all the elements
have been changed. The old yacht was an exact
prototype of the old fashioned sleigh. There was
a gratuitous plenty of room for lore making, but
little space for racing.

THE MAN THAT ORIGINATED THE RACING BOAT.
The originator of the racing machine was Mr.

Scott, of Athens, N. Y. He was the first to do away
with the side rails and the other impediments
which added weight without strength to the hull
of the boat. Mr. Scott was the first man who made
a rft.nin.cr vacht T)OBsible. but Mr. Buckiiout is the
man who brought it to its present degree of perfection.
The clumsy cruising craft of fifteen years ago,

which in main elements had little to recommend
them, except the capacity of their cocKiiits, have
dwindled into nothing. The racing machine, with
its fine lines, bus superseded all this. In the
olden time, when I was much younger than I am
now, I used to take my girl out for a sort of a
straw ride" in my ice yacht. There was ample

room for all the delights of flirting, while there
was no danger of capsizing, the craft being awfully
heavy so far as her frame was concerned and most
awfully underriaged as to the capacity of her
spars.

PERSONAL NOTi-S AND GOSSIP.
Commodore J. A. Roosevelt, of the Hudson River

Ice Yacht Club, has been identified with the sport
for many years. His big boat Icicle won the challengepennant in 1888 from Mr. Archibald Rogers'
Jack Frost. In 1889 she was once more victorious,
defeating by only one second Mr. Woodbury Kane's
Reindeer.
Dr. J. C. Barron, the vice president, owns the

THE SCUD.

Polaris, with 441 square feet of canvas, and the
Northern Light, with a sail area of (580 feet. Dr.
Barron is an enthusiast on the water frozen and
unfrozen, being one of our most skilful yacht

STAET FOR THIS PENNANT E.

sailers. He recently sold the cutter Clara, which
has such a splendid racing record.
Mr. Archibald Rogers, the treasurer of the club,

owns the new Jack Frost and the Ariel. Tho Jack
Frost is perhaps the largest ice yacht in the
world. Her dimensions are as follows:.Length over
all 52 feet; length from rudder post to runner

plank, 27 feet; beam, 28 feet, and sail area, 911 feet.
She was built by Mr. Bucbliout and has never yet
been on the ice. Mr. liogers, like Dr. Barron, is

V\

THE ICICLK.

also a yachting enthusiast, his smart seventy foot
cutter Bedouin having won many prizos,including
the Goelet Cup for sloops, off Newport in 1884.
Mr. Woodbury Kane is a!so at home on both

kinds of yachts. Diirlnp the last race for the pennanthe astonished everybody by his skilful handlingof the Reindeer. He delights in sailing his
little Burgess cutter Bantam off Newport in the
summer, and in the winter when the ice is in con-
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dition lie passes many hours pleasantly skimming
over tho ice in his stanch and powerful Reindeer,
which is jointly the property of himself and Mr. G.
A. Bech.
Mr. E. P. Rogers, the popular and efficient secretaryof tho club, is the owner of the St. Nicholas

and tho Snow flake, the former of which has a sail
area of 67i) feet. He has been secretari of the
club since its organization.
Mr. Irving GrinneD, of New Hamburg, is another

prominent and enthusiastic member ot the organization.He owns half a dozen ice yachts, of which
the Zero is the largest, carrying 750 square feet of
canvas. He has tried the lateen, sloop and cat
rigs, bus I think he prefers the jib and mainsail
type. He is an old hand at the sport and can give
a good many "points" to men who call themselves
professionals.

ICE YACHTING ON THR SnBEWSFUIlY.
The North Shrewsbury River Ice Yacht Club was

organized at Red Bank, N. J., during the winter of
1881.

Ice yachting was a favorite winter pastime three
years before that time and a permanent ico yacht
organiza:ion was talked of a pood while before tho
club was formally organized.
Tho club, after its formation, immediately set

about securing a site for a club house. A tract of
land was purchased on the river bank iuthecen-
tral part of the town and in 1382 a commodious
club house was erected. Dowu stairs are stored llie
boats, while In the socond story are pool anil
billiard tablos and the reception room.
The officers of the club are as follows:.Commodore,Samuel W. Morford; Vice Commodore, James

C. Doughty; Secretary and Treasurer, -James B.
Weaver. Kegatta Oomruitteo.Augustus W. Haviland,Charles E. Throckmorton and Edward Bussell.Reception Committee.William A. Cole, Fred.
Wikofl and Dr. Edwin Field.

GROWTH OF THE FT.EET.
The first boat tbo Shrewsbury men toot up the

Hudson to raoe for the pennant was the Scua, since
become the Eittie, and she was easily beaten. The
next year they took a number of yachts, including
Mr. Churles E. Throckmorton's Dreadnaught, a newkeelaud cockpit yacht, with a sail area of 525
square feet; the Uneie 3ob, George Coley's Idler
and Br. Edwin Field's Tempest. The Tempest was
a small model of the Dreadnaught and the Idler
was a frame yacht.
That winter the Ilaze, of the Pougbkaepsie club,

seyelt's boat house.

won the pennant, the Preadna.t1.5ht being a good
second. The Red Bank boat would have won if she
had had as good a start as the Haze.
During the fall of 1886 the now famous Send,

owned by James B. Weaver, came into existence.
In all the races sailed at Bed Bank during the early
lijrt of that winter the Scud easily won. She was
sent to Poughkeepsie to try conclusions with the
yachts there. Tho ice was poor, and it was decidedto sail at New Hamburg. The Hreadnaught
also entered the race. The wind was light and the
bcud withdrew. The race was won by the NorthernLight, the Dreadnaught being a close second.

ADVANCE OF THK SPOKT.
rne next winter tne Bail area or tne scud was increased.The same winter the Hudson River club

was organized and the Scud was entered as a

Pouglikeepsie yp,cht in a race against that club. A
Hudson River club yacht captured the streamer.

In the season of 'H7 the Scud sailed witti jib and
mainsail, the lateen rig having been found unsatisfactory.During the winter the Scud sailed against
the Hudson River club and came in second, the
Icicle being the winner.
Tho championship race in the winter of 1888 was

the closest and most exciting ever sailed by the
Shrewsbury yachtsmen. The Scud, although she
came in fourth, was in the lead three different
times, and was second when about a half mile from
the goal. The Reindeer was then leading. The
Icicle, which was the seventh yacnt, got a nice flaw
of wind, skimmed past the flyers and finished first.
There were no races last year.
The Scud is now at Orange Lake, where she was

taken last week. She will be pitted against the
Orange Lake club in the contest for the Van Nostrandchallenge cut) and will then race against tho
Hudson River club for the championship pennant.

JONES' ELEVATED SMOKE.
The other night a man who lives in Yorkville and

is therefore named Jones, and who often rides to
Harlem, climbed to tho "L" station at Eightyfourthstreot and Third avenue. He had dined
and was smoking. Not being hurried for time, he
resolved to rent awhile on the bench outside the
waiting room, for boarding a train meant giving
up his smoke. So he sat and pulled ana puffed
and looked to be very popular with himself.
A train pulled in; great crowds alight here. A

fellow with a ilemi.iohn in one hand and with the
other concealed in hia coat pocket spied the
lighted ciijar and started madly for it, as though
fearing it might disappear down the smoker's
throat before he reached him. Pulling out a two
inch remnant of the genus "undertaker's hope,"
he requested in Teutonic dialect a "lido."
Our friend weighed bis man. but did not demur.

He was one of those good jieople who hate to be
ugly. After his demijohns had worked for some

ACE OFF IiOOSEVELT POINT.

moments ineffectually, to such comments from the
crowd as

' Get a horse and dray to help you pull it!"
"Try some lymph for your lungs, Dutchy!" and
"How fat- down is the gun?"
He returned the ciear.
With a half suspicion, half belief, that some one

had spilled vinegar all over him, the citizen resumedhis reverie. Another train had by this time
arrived, aud with what seemed a preconoerted dive
three men made at him.

First, under the wire was a small boy with a cigarettewho reauested with airv nonchalance. "A
bit of yer lire, boss!" while the others fell in behind,on the "Line forms on this side" principle.
This was becoming interesting indeed, and ttie

smoker resolved to see it out if his cigar could
atand it.
Last in this trio was a coal shoveller, with, of

course, a clay pipe stunted as to stem. We all liva
up to fashion, and the coal sh vcller without a
broken clay pipe would surely not bo in it. This
one knew his business, however, and his cutty was
split to the inch. Jamming the reina down its
bowl he puffed till the red shone through the black
on his face, causing him to resemble, from his intensityof expression, a Satan overworked, and
bringing back to the watcher's mind visions of
Wtllard raking fires in the "Middleman."
With a graceful bow he returned the now

wrecked original, forgetting in his politeness his
shovel, which, poised the while on his shoulder,
slipped its moorings, and dropped kerflap on our
friend's high hat.
This called forth apologies galore, which were

received supinely, helplessly, as from one condemnedto death, and who doesn't care how soon
tho reapor comes.
Gathering himself together the gentleman of

Yorkville entered a train, carrying with h:m ana
wafting through the well ventilated car an odor of
vinegar, cigarette, coal and old pipo.
This week he dines half an hour e#rli»>\ and

smokes in his room, locked in ticht.
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A WINTER CRUISl
IN SOUTHERN WATERS.

-I V .

Description of the "inside" Route
from New York Bay toFernandina,Fla.

TOMMY AND BILLY.
i

Plenty of Sport and Delicacies
That Can Be Snapped up

for a Song-.

My friend II , of Newport, had asked cm to go
to Florida with him on his steam yacht, the Dauntj
less. The cruise, he informed me in his letter of
invitation, would be almost entirely "inside".that
is, over the great chain of inland waters running
parallel with the coast from New York to Fevnanctina,Fla. He expected to spend about a month
on the trip. The cabin of his yacht would convenientlyaccommodate but one guest for a long
voyage, and it would give him pleasure if I would
be that one on this occasion.
The offer certainly was tempting. I had never

before had such an opportunity to study the counItry, and it would be my first experience of a long
cruise on a steam yacht. Fortunately business was

dull, so that I could conscientiously leave it for
four or five weeks. X decided to go, and at ODce

wrote H , accoptiug and inquiring about the
outfit with which I ought to provide myself.

It was now late in November. H wished to
sail from Newport in ten days.picking me up in New
York en route. He replied to my inquiries promptly.
"Pack your oldest clothes in a regulation steamer
trunk; prepare for all kinds of weather and be
sure to take along a pair of rubber soled shoes.
Don't bother about shooting irons. I have a whole
arsenal aboard."

I followed his instructions to a "T," adding howeverto the contents of my trunk a presentable
suit or two to be worn ashore.
At the end of the week I received a second letter,notifying me that the Dauntless would sail

from Newport early the next morning aud probablywould arrive at an anchorage off Staten Island
the following noon; H would telegraph me from
there. I hurried to complete a few last arrangementsat the office, paid a number of duty calls,
and on the appointed day was ready to embark at
a moment's notice.
Within an hour of the receipt of the expected

message I was at Staten Island bailing the trim
little steamer as she lay quietly at anclior, half a

mile from the shore.
"Dauntless, aboyl Dauntless, ahoy, ahoy!"

TWO HEADS.

In a minute two heads appeared simultaneously
above the deck, one from tlae cabin and one from
the forecastle liatohway. Both looked shoreward
and apparently both at the same minute discovered
me. Alongside the head protruding from the cabin
appeared an arm which wated a welcome to me.

The other head popped out of its hatch, followed
by the bodies of two men dressed in reeulation
sailor rig, who ran to the boat boom, from which
the yacht's gig lazily swung in the tide. Drawing
in the boat they cast off, jumped in and drew it up

mu
GOOD DAY, SIR.

to the gangway that hung over tho starboard side
of the yacht.
The other head in the meantime had disappeared.

Presently from the cabin came a man whose figure
I recognized as that of my friend. Ho descended
into the waiting boat ana seated himself in the
stera. The natty sailors seized the oars, raised
them to an upright position, dropped them into
the oarlocks and "gave way" with the precision of
a man-o'-wars man. In a few minutes the boat was
close to the wharf on which I awaited it. Then
came the order, "Way 'nough!" The oars wore
jerked out of the locks and an oarsman stood
ready with a boathook to fend off and prevent the
glossy craft from rooaiving so much as a scratch
from the barnacie covered posts of the landing
place.
A hearty handshake from mv friend, a slippery

scramble down a flight of slimy steps, a moment's
wait while the sailor transferred my traps from
tho wharf to the gig, and we were off on the return
to the yacht.

THE DAUNTLESS.
From a distance, comparod with the big steamersthat ploughed their way by her going in and

out of tho harbor, the Dauntless looked like a
pretty toy. To a landlubber like myself thero was
no suggestion of strength or stability in the narrow,white hull that seemed hardly a foot out of
the water, and looked like a shingle on edge, or in
the too delicate masts, with their almost invisible
rigging. But as we drew nearer I saw that her
lines while graceful were powerful; tho beam was
if anything brpader than in the average pleasure
boat, and the prow rose well out of the water.
E assured me that she was an excellent sea-
boat. He had taken her out, he said, in weather
that had i'risrhtened steamers twice her size iinil f
need havo qu fear of her stanchness in any sea
we were likely to meet oil this voyage. Admitting
her strength for the undertaking, however, it still
was a mystery to me how all the room necessary
for the living quarters fore and aft, the
engine, boilers, coal bunkers, .tc., was aecured.
The hull measurement was only 00 feet over all,
with an 11 foot beam and cruising draught of 4
feet 7 inches, Tho deck was flush, nothing but
the strong pilot house, the yellow smoke funnel,
and the skylights, over tho engine room and tho
cabin, rising above the deck leve!. I awaited with
interest the solution of the enigma as to where
and how five men and their belongings, and all the
machinery of tho boat were stowed.
We were soon on dock. With a grandiloquent

flourish H bade mo consider his yacht and
everything in it inino, and pointing to the companionway.a flight of six steps descending preIcipitously into the hold.invitee^ me to go below
ana arrange my things to suit myseif. Cautiously
I backed my way down. At the bottom I was
saluted with a respectful "How do, sir!" and turningdiscovered a diminutive Japanese amiably
grinning and bowing. Me proved to be the steward,
cook, waiter and captain's servant.
"You sleep dere," he informed me, pointing to

the starboard side of thn nomrivrt:nniit in which
to my surprise 1 found X could stand uwight and
still have an inch or two to spare between the top
of my head and the deck.
Seemingly there was nothing in the shapo of a

berth in th« cabin except two narrow upholstered
seats which ran along either sido of the wall. It
was a tiny room, barely large enough for two men
to move around in without kuocking elbows. but
its resources wera truly wonderful. The floor area
could not have been over 10x4. Conforming with
the shape of the boat the dimeusions increased as
the deck was approached so that the ceiling was
fully three times as wide as ihe floor. The mainmastcame a little forward of the centre of the
room, and projecting from it was a table not over
six inches wide, with two wings, which when oxpaudedgave an area of fully eight square feet. A
compact and well tilled bookcase, a gun and pistolrack* two lamps and innumerable lockers completedthe list of visible furniture of these unique
quarters. In the daytime light was admitted
through two ports aud a skylight,

TOMMir,
While I was engaged with these observations

Tommie, tho steward, was receiving from Harry,
the deck hand, my luggage. This was deposited in
short order where I could get at it without difficulty.and then Tommie. with a sunny smile, in-

E SHEET.
vited me to inspect his oulinary arrangements.
And such a kitchen! A mere slit of a closet,
crowded in between the engine room and th" cabin,
the width of the boat in length and not motfe tUan
two feet wide. At one end was an oil stove about
twenty icchrs s jiiare. This rested on a cupboard
which, with a t ny icechest. answered for a kitchen
closet. 1 roiu two rows of nails on the walls hung
a shining arrav of brass pots and pans.
Tominie aud the galley seemed built for each

other, aud I am sura there existed between them a
congenial spirit which enabled each to get the best
out of the other, for to this day my mouth waters
at the bare thought of the delectable products of
their joint efforts.
Having changed my shore clothes for a flannel

shirt, a pair of plebian trousers, a thick reefer and
rubber soled shoe?, I went on deck aud continued
the investigations which thus far had been so full
of interest.
H \vr3 giving some orders to the engineer,

so I proceeded to look about for myself.
The cabin trunk opened into a roomv cockpit,

tinder tho seats of which were lashed oilcans,
boxes anil a number of folding chairs. Amidships,
securely lashod. was a small brass cannon on a
four whoeled carriage. The engine room was a
model of f ace economy. Like tho galley, it seemed
built i h special reference to its chief, for
"Billy," the engineer, was surely the only man
who could have worked in such restricted quarters.
Billy was considerably less than live feet over all.
Next came tho pilot house, pierced by the foremast
and squatted in firmly between the gunwales. Forwardof the pilothouse wcra two hatchways lead-
jtiK respectively 10 a tiny stateroom occupied oy
Billy and Tommie, and to the equally diminutive
forecastle where Harry reigned supreme.
In addition to the trig already mentioned, the

yacht carried a "ducker".a canoe-iike cedar
boat.and a comical little tub technically known
aw a "ding}." The duclcer hung at the port davits,
while the dingy was deposited, overturned, on
the deck between the smokestack and the pilot
house, where it was firmly wedged.
So much for a superficial description of the

Dauntless and its cruising outfit. The entire
ship's company consisted of the owner and captain,the three men already mentioned and myself.
At Philadelphia we were to be joined by a pilot,
who for five dollars a day aud cabin fare was to
take the Dauntless the rest of the way to Florida.

AN EARLY START.
Everything was ready for a five o'clock start the

nex morning. H was a stickler for regularity.The days' programmes were to be as much
alike as circumstances wouldj permit.coffee at
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five, then "trip" anchor and get under way;
breakfast at eight, dinner at one, supper at six
and lights out at nine. The days' runs were to
depend upon conditions of weather and locality.
An average speed of ten knots was the order given
to Billy, although the engine was easily capable of
fourteen.
The rest of the afternoon I spent in the steam

heated cabin chatting with H and smoking ona
of his delicious cigars, which, ho said, were spe-
uiauy maue lur unu in jvey \>esi. lommie, Dusy
as a mouse in a corn bin, bustled about putting
things to rights in the galley and cabin, and occasionallyentertaining us in very broken English
with remarkably original yarns. At five o'clock he
lit the galley fire and began preparations for supper.
In the course of his movements X was shown anotherrecourse of the cabin. The steps of the companionwavwere movable, and behind them, in
what at first sight appeared to be a dead wall, was
a deep icechest containing a four days' supply of
meats, butter, milk and eggs. The upholstered
seats turned out to be covers to lockers filled to
the brim with wines, imported ginger ale. soda
water and Apollinaris, cigars, jars of jam and other
good things.

It was only eight o'clock when H proposed
that we "turn in." We had been pacing'the deck
for half an hour, assisting the digestion of a sumptuoussupper. Early as it was I felt thoroughly
sleepy and readily assented to his suggestion.
Moreover, I was curious to see how wo were going
to be "bunked" for the night. To my astonishment,
on entering the cabin I was confronted by two
commodious berths stretching across nearly the
entire length and breadth of the room. On examinationI saw that thsy were suspended from either
side of the cabin, from which they opened like the
upper berths of a sleeping car, thus making snug
beds for any man under seven feet.

AVe were two full days iu "making" Philadelphia.
The run was not particularly interesting, much of
it being canal work through Jersey, the cliorographyof which celebrated State boasts of but scant
attractions in the early winter seasou.
A day was spont in port at the Quaker City. Hero

Pilot M , of Norfolk, Va.. carno aboard and
established himself in the pilot- house. -Ho was a
small, wirv. weather beaten son of Nontiine who
had for more than thirty years sailed the coast
waters from Maine to Florida, and bore the reputationof knowing every foot and fathom of the
entire distance.
From Philadelphia our course lay down the DelawareIUvcr t« the C. and D. Canal, through which

we took a short cut to the head of the Chesapeake
Bay.
Here anchor was dropped early In the afternoon.

AT NORFOLK.
Six days out from New York the Dauntless

steamed into the busy harbor of Norfolk and tied
ui) at a coaling dock. A sorry buffeting the brave
little vessel had received from a stiff "sou'easter"
all the way down the Chesapeake, which had given
her a decidedly unkempt appearance that would
require at least one hard day's work from Harry to
remove.
We lay at Norfolk another two days. Harry and

I put in the time to good purpose, tramping and
driving about the quaint city. Norfolk is the first
of the cities on this line of travel from the North
whose buildings and people have a distinet Southernaspect. Here, too, one seems first to notice a
marked change in the climate and the vegetation.
It was now nearing Cnristmas, and yet the air was
soft and warm, and the trees and the grass showed
to the careless observer but few signs of the advancingseason.
Bright and early on the morning of the ninth

day of the cruise we shook the coal dust of Norfolk
lYom our hawsers and steamed rapidly up the
Klizabeth River, passing the famous old navy yard
where the grim carcases of long superannuated
sea dogs, whose heroic deeds are emblazoned in
letters ot blood on the navy's records, lay unhono^od,in pathetic contrast to several vaingloriousyoungsters of the latest breed of warships,
closo by, glittering with a pomp of white and brass,
and displaying vauntiugly a formidable array of
dangerous looking but untried fangs.
Our course now lay through picturesque canals

and rivers to Currituck Sound.tho first of that
wonderful chain of inland seas which to vessels of
not over six foot draft affords a protected waterwayfrom tho Chesapeake to Florida waters, with
tho exception of a break of about three hundred
miles between Cape Lookout and Charleston.
From here on our days' runs averaged between

seventy and eighty miles. By this time life aboard
the yacht had acquired the regularity of clockwork.i_ach man of the crew had set dutis3 to performat certain hours. H spent most of tho
dayaaie in the pilot house and I luxuriated in the
fresh air lUe, ate, draiik, slept, read novels and
marvellously increased in girth and weight.

CHEAP ENOUGH.
At the antiquated little town of Beaufort, in

NTnrlh r.rnlin. wu rvr. tho fourth

day Jrom .Norfolk, Tommie and Billy again replenishedtheir different larders. The prices Tommie
paid for his food suppiies would have excited the
envy of the most indifferent of New York housekeepers.Delicato spring chicken were bought for
2.5 cents a pair, iresh eggs for Hi cents a dozen; fish,
such as Spanish mackerol and pompano, sold for
KO and 35 cents apiece, and a good sized green turtle
in vigorous life was thrown in for what was consideredrather a big price, 20 cents!
Here H sent the Dauntless on ahead to

Charleston, and encaging the services of four nativowhiten. and two negroes, together with a campingoutfit, started off into the woods on a deer
hunt. We hud two days' glorious sport, bagged
three fat bucks and wounded a boar. The entire
expanse of the expedition was $20.
From Charleston to Savannah was a two days'

run through a winding succession of rivers, inlets
and creeks, bordered with an evor increasing luxurianceof verdure. Often the channel became so
narrow and tortuous that wo but narrowly
escaped grounding, and often would cover many
miles in advancing one. So troublosome to pilots
is ono treacherous stream that they have given its
various parts there expressive names."Purgatory.""uut of I'urgatorv," "You be D d,"
"Devil's Elbow" and "Hell's Acre."
And so the cruise continued, each day carrying

us farther away from the cho&rlessness of the
North into the region of sunshine and flowers.
Nothing untoward occurred to mar the pleasure

of the trijj; on the contrary, now sights, new experiencesand a few adventures with half civilized
native humans, and wholly wild native animals,
contributed sharp relish to the enjoyment of the
wholesome, open air untrammelled life.

It was indeed with regret that I bade my friend
and his Dauntless nu recoir at Fernaudiua, after
our constant companionship of twenty-nine days,
and turned my face toward the train which in
thirty-six hours would land me again in the old
life of society and business, of bricU walls and uncomfortableclothes.
This is just the season of year now for a similar

trip. Following the Dauntless' route there is
little exposure, danger or inconvenience, but
plenty of sunshine, sport and soporific.

Exoerto crede!

"parlor games
for jolly boys.

Lots of Fun That May Be Had,
with Little Cost for Machinery

or Toys.

PLAY FOR BRAWN AND BRAIN

J. McDonald Oxley Shows How Any
Good Humored Lads Can Drive

Away Dull Care.

In seeking to comply with the request for an

article on frames for boys I will have nothing to

say about games which are done lip in boxes and
may be bought iu toy shops. They always carry
their own directions and need no othor description.
Boys of course can always organize shooting
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and conditions as they see fit, using the pistol that
is made for the vacuum tip arrow with suitable
targets.
Another interesting game is thq,t of darts. For

this a much larger target is required. The size
should be two feet square at least, and the material
soft white pine, upon which a paper face, marked
witn the necessary circles, may be secured with
thumb tacks. The darts are simply small arrows

pointed with fine beads and duly feathered so as to
carry straight. The firing distance is, of course,
regulated according to the strength and skill of the
player3.
Each player throws three darts and a tally is

kept of the points scored. By choosing sides and
trying to do one's best very exciting contests may
be had.
Parlor quoits is of a somewhat similar nature

and not less interesting.
Get a woodturner to prepare half a dozen rings

of good ash the size and shape of old fashioned
Clirtaill rincra. n.1sn two j4.fVn.irs nf t.hft sum a mA.tArin.1

precisely like exaggerated candlesticks with the
candles sharpened to a point. Cover the rings
with flannel or baize so that they won't make too
much noise banging against each other, and your
equipment is complete. Place the "candlesticks"
as far apart as you choose, and then pitch the rin^s
exactly as you would ordinary quoits, Using four 01

six, according to your fancy, and scoring by
"ringers" and by the rings nearest the sticks.

GAME OF BEANBAGS.
Probably t&e most of my readers have seen tha

game of boanbags, but in ease some have not, I
will briefly describe it. Take a board throe feet
long by ten inches wide, hinge to one end a piece
one foot in length and secure it by hooks and eyes
so that the two will stand upon the floor thus:.

^
Cut a hole in the slope about five inches square

and three inches from the top.
That is your target; now for the ammunition.

Have tea square red cotton bags prejiared just large
enough to hold half a pint of beans comfortably,
and one ot yellow cotton capable of holding a
whole pint. The latter is appropriately known as
Jumbo. Place a mat on the floor five yards or moro
away from the board.
The players in turn take their stand upon the

mat and and try to throw the bags througli the
hole in the slope. Each red one that goes through
counts 6. J umbo is good for 10. if a bag stays oil
the board it counts nothing. If it fails to the floor
or misses altogether i> points must be deducted.
This is tlio accepted method of scoring, but thera

is nothing to prevent its being modified in any way
thought tit. Sides should bo cliosea and so.irei
carefully kept in order to have the most enjoyment
from this game.
A lively game is what might be called catch-ascatch-can,and it is very popular among the younger

boys. The players seat themselves upon the liour
in a circle, with one of their number in the centro.
They have a light rubber ball, and the game is to
throw it from one side to the other, and keep it
going thus without letting the one in the centre
catch it. If he succneds in doing so, the playor
who threw the ball exchanges places with him, and
the game goes on morrily, amid great shouting and
laughter.

GAMES FOR THE MIKD.
The preceding games have had to do principally

with the muscles. I will now describe some in
which the miud is brought into play.

First of all the stage coach. The players seat
themselves in a circle. That one of them who is
the best hand at making up a story is chosen to b'a
driver. If none of the boys feel equal to the positiona grown person may fill it. Then to each boy
is given the name of something in connection with j
a stage coach or tho harness.such, as pole whiilie- '

tree, thorough brace, trace, collar, reins. &c.
Every player having received a name, the driver
takes his stand where the whole circle is under his
eve and proceeds to relate a thrilling narrative of
the adventure or' a coach on a rough and muddy
road in the dead of night, which should be simply a
harrowing record of disaster. Whenever the words
pole, whiliietree, collar or reins come in the players
bearing those names must spring from their seats,
turn completely round and sit down again. When- ^
ever the word stage coach is mentioned all tue
players must jump up, turn around and then exchangeseats. Tho failure to do this promptly in
either case entails a forfeit, and when the story is
ended the forfoits are to be dealt with in the time
honored manner.

"THE ORCHESTRA."
Very similar, but rather more amusing, is the

orchestra. The plaj'ers seat ttiemselv-es as before
and the driver lays aside his whip for the conductor'sbaton, while the others choose musical instrumentsupon which to perforta in pantomime.
One takes tho violin, another the trombone, a third
ine jewsnarp, a iouri.ii me nuvo, a nun tae arum,
an:l so on.
The conductor then starts some simple, lively,

familiar tune, liko "Yankee Deodie," or "Comin'
Thro' the Rye," humming it as loudly as possible,
and beating time vigorously, all the others .ioiuing
in, and imitating to the best of their ability tlio
motions or musicians performing upon the instrumentsthey have selected.
As coon as the music is well under way the conductor,without any warning, j>roceeds to imitate

one of the performers in his band. The instant
he does so tho one thus imitated must assume the
baton, dropping it again as soon as the conductor
resumes it. If he fails to do this the music is
stopped, the delinquent jjointed out to the others,
and made to pay a forfeit, or penalized, or any
other way that may seem expedient.
Then the conductor strikes up again, and so the

game goes on. There is any amount of noise and
fun in it when played with spirit.

"GEOGRAPHY."
Two quieter games are geography and person and

thing.
For the first each player must be provided with

pencil ana paper. Then the object is to see who
can write down the largest number of names of
rivers, lakes, mountains and other geographical
features of the world beginning with a certain

j », W! U11U U1B U1U1 UlCJ,

History or literature might be similarly treatcc:
where the company is mainly composed of adults.
This same may be made very interesting and instructive.

FOE MIND AND MUSCLES.
A very bright game which exercises both mind

and muscles bears the odd name of "Jenkins
down, Jenkins up." For this six players are required,though Inter more may take part. tides
are choseD, each side having a captain.
The players then seat themselves at opposite

sides of a table, which should bo covered with a
cloth. The captain sits in the middle of his side.
Somebody produces a coin, a quarter of a dollar or
a cent will do. The captains t )ss up for the privilegeof beginning. The winner takes the coin and
the loser cries "Jenkins up," whereupon ail oi hi *

opponents hold their hands up with palms turned
toward him. "Jenkins down," he orders, and at
once all the bands are dropped under the table,
and the captain passes the coin about until tli >
other captain calls "Jenkins ui)," and immediately
every hand must be placed upon the table outspreadwith back up.
Now the coin is hidden tinder one of these extendedhands and the game is tor the other captainto locate it. He only may call, but his siili

acts as an advisory committee. One after another
he touches the hands that he thinks hide no coiu
and they are at once turned up. So he goes on untileither he narrows it down to tho hand that hu.»
the coin or, as more often happens, touches a hand
that holds it, when at once he ieses his call and th;
game begins as before. M
Instead of calling up the hands one by one tiia

captain may call up all but one or two, and then jf
the coin has not been revealed he has cither founu
it or has onlv one more guess. When he does sue
ceod in finding it he takes it over to his side he 1
the other captain has the calling up, the coin than
going from side to side until the players liars had
enough of the game, J. MuDON'ALD OXLKY


